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W e’ve all received countless Christmas cards — some memorable, some easilyforgettable. We’ve heard countless Christmas carols — some we never tire of,some once heard soon forgotten. We’ve seen countless representations of the
Nativity — some invite a loving lingering look, others leave us cold. 
My work of art may be your throwaway. There’s no accounting for taste. Each artist —
through paint or words or music — tries to capture something at least of what he or she is
imagining. It may be no more than a partial insight, a particular aspect of an event or
season or story, but it invites us to pause and listen, to stand and admire, to hear or see it
from a unique perspective. No artist pretends to take it all in, no musician hears it in its
entirety, no poet captures the whole experience. 
Some people are surprised when the four gospels tell this or that episode differently. Some
are surprised when Luke’s Christmas story is different from Matthew’s. All four evangelists
— Mark, Matthew, Luke and John — record different sayings of Jesus on the cross. We are
inclined to ask, “But what did he really say?” We want to know exactly what happened. 
Have you ever heard two versions of the same story from two participants? Both
versions may well be correct depending on each one’s point of view or memory or
particular take on what happened. If we look for certitude we can feel cheated, but if we
look for magnitude we can feel enriched.
Our 2009 Calendar covers familiar ground as it goes full circle from the Epiphany Star to
the folk art Christmas. Along the way it touches on seasonal or liturgical stories, it offers
artistic interpretations that encourage us to enter these stories from a different viewpoint. 
It may just hint at one or other aspect of a story. Not every month will appeal to everyone.
But in its overall vibrancy of colour, its unexpected point of view, its affirmation of our own
understanding or its challenging of what we had envisaged happening, it may draw us more
and more into each season or event, opening up a new take or affirming a long-held
conviction. 
Religion that deals only with doctrines, rules and regulations, do’s and don’ts can leave
us cold. It speaks to the head —and that is important — but it leaves much within us
untouched. What of the imagination, in particular the religious imagination? 
Late in life Irish poet William Butler Yeats wrote:
God guard me from those thoughts men think 
In the mind alone;
He that sings a lasting song
Thinks in a marrow-bone.* (A Prayer for Old Age)
Dry as dust, dead as a doornail — two reactions to much religious language. Where is
the connection to my life? Where is the appeal to my heart, to my imagination? Jesus didn’t
talk “theology”. He told stories, he invited his hearers to learn from everyday events. He
didn’t bypass the ordinary on the way to God. He didn’t overlook the secular on the way to
the sacred. One writer has said that his greatest contribution to religion was to insist that
there is no profane — the most ordinary, the stuff of everyday, the regular return of the
seasons, the work of Monday to Saturday, the relationships of friend with friend, farmer
with land, fishermen with the lake, owners with servants, sister with sister. In and through
all of these seemingly mundane bits and pieces of life God is present, God is to be found,
God makes his presence felt. Every season can be sacramental.
It takes some looking and maybe some faith-leaping, some tuning in rather than tuning
out, some expectation that through the months and weeks of 2009 there will be an
epiphany, a moment or experience of the inbreaking God in what might otherwise be just
another January-December year. 
Patrick Fitzpatrick CSSp
* Marrow: 1 the soft tissue that fills the cavities of most bones. 
2 the inmost or essential part, the heart of the matter.
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O star of wonder,
star of night,
Star with royal 
beauty bright,
Westward leading,
still proceeding,
Guide us to 
the perfect light
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January 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
New Year’s DayDecember 2008
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31
February
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 Mary, Mother of God
World Day of Peace
Spiritan Martyrs, Congo St. Basil and St. Gregory
First Friday
Epiphany of the Lord
Baptism of the Lord St. Anthony, Abbot
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Francis de Sales
St. John Bosco
St. Agnes
St. Timothy and St. Titus
St. Vincent
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity
World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees
Martin Luther King Jr.
(U.S.A.)
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
St. Thomas AquinasSt. Angela Merici
St. Sebastian and St. Fabian
St. Hilary
Orthodox Christmas
Blessed André Bessette
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Come, 
Holy Spirit, 
kindle in us 
the fire 
of your love
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February 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
January
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
March
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31
Blessed Daniel Brottier, Spiritan
St. Cyril and St. Methodius
Presentation of the Lord
Francis Libermann 
Co-founder of the Spiritans
Valentine’s Day
St. Peter Damian
St. Blaise
Ash Wednesday
World Day of 
the Sick
St. Agatha4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Fast and Abstinence
Our Lady of Lourdes
St. Polycarp
First Friday
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
World Day for 
Consecrated Life
St. Paul Miki and his companions
St. Scholastica
T he wilderness 
will lead you 
to your heart 
where I will speak
March 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31
February
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
April
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
1st Sunday of Lent
3rd Sunday of Lent
2nd Sunday of Lent
First Friday
World Day of Prayer
St. Joseph, Patron of Canada
4th Sunday of Lent
5th Sunday of Lent
Orthodox Lent Begins
St. Katherine Drexel St. Casimir
Annunciation of the Lord
Daylight Saving Time 
begins
Jewish observance: 
Purim
St. Patrick’s Day St. Cyril of Jerusalem
St. Frances of Rome
St. Perpetua & St. Felicity
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“T hey have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have put him.”  
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April 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
March
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31
May 
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31
Passion (Palm) Sunday
Easter Monday Easter Tuesday Easter Wednesday Easter Thursday
Good Friday
Holy Saturday
Easter VigilMonday of Holy Week Tuesday of Holy Week Wednesday of Holy Week Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Easter Sunday
Resurrection of the Lord Easter Saturday
Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha
Easter Friday
First Friday
Passover begins
2nd Sunday of Easter
Divine Mercy Sunday
St. Anselm
Yom Shoah 
(Holocaust Remembrance Day)
St. Peter Chanel
St. Louis Grignion de Montfort St. Catherine of Siena St. Pius V, pope
St. George St. Mark, evangelistSt. Fidelis
Orthodox Easter
3rd Sunday of Easter
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
All
eluia
!
All of them 
were filled 
with the 
Holy Spirit
6th Sunday of Easter
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May 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
April
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
June
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30
Pentecost Sunday
Pentecost 
Novena begins
St. Joseph the Worker
First Friday
St. Athanasius
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31
4th Sunday of Easter
5th Sunday of Easter
World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations
Mother’s Day
Our Lady of Fatima
Ascension of the Lord
St. Matthias
Victoria Day
St. Eugène de MazenodSt. Bernardine of Siena St. Rita of Cascia Bl. Louis-Zepherin Moreau
St. Philip Neri St. Augustine of CanterburySt. Bede the Venerable
Jewish 
Observance: 
Shavuot 
Taste and see,
taste and see 
the goodness 
of the Lord
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June 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30
May 
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31
July
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31
St. Ephrem St. Anthony of Padua
St. Boniface
First Friday
St. Norbert
St. Barnabas
St. Charles Lwanga 
and companions 
Father’s Day
St. Peter and St. Paul
St. John the Baptist
St. Paulinus of Nola
St. John Fisher & 
St. Thomas More
Body and Blood of Christ 
(Corpus Christi)
St. Cyril of Alexandria
St. Justin
Most Holy Trinity
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Immaculate Heart of MarySacred Heart of Jesus
Come to the table of plenty
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July 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
June
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30
August
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31
Canada Day
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. JamesSt. Lawrence of Brindisi
St. Ignatius of Loyola
St. Apollinaris
St. Elizabeth of Portugal
St. Benedict
Independence Day (USA)
St. Thomas
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Peter Chrysologus
St. Bridget of Sweden
Our Lady of Mt. CarmelSt. Bonaventure
St. Mary Magdalene
St. Martha
St. Camillus de LellisSt. Henry
St. Maria Goretti
First Friday1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31
Dance, dance, 
wherever you may be,
I am the Lord 
of the Dance, said he.
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August 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31
July
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31
September
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Alphonsus Liguori
Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin MarySt. Clare
21st Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Augustine
Civic Holiday First Friday
St. John Vianney
St. John Eudes
St. Dominic
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Mary, Queen of Heaven
Martyrdom of John the Baptist
St. Maximilian Kolbe
St. Pius X
Transfiguration of the Lord
St. Monica
St. Bernard
St. Louis of France
St. Lawrence St. Jane Frances de Chantal
22nd Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
St. Bartholomew
Islamic Observance: 
Ramadan begins
Immaculate Mary, your praises we sing
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September 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
August
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31
October
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Labour Day
Triumph of the Holy Cross
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
Holy Name of Mary
St. Jerome
St. Gregory the Great
First Friday
St. Michael, St. Gabriel 
and St. Raphael
Our Lady of Sorrows
Birth of Mary
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time St. Padre Pio Canadian Martyrs
Jewish Observance:
Rosh Hashanah
St. JanuariusSt. Robert Bellarmine
St. Peter Claver
Blessed Jacques Laval
St. Cornelius and St. Cyprian
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jewish Observance:
Yom Kippur
Sts. Wenceslaus, Lawrence Ruiz
and companions
Islamic Observance:
Eid-al-Fitr
St. Matthew
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Blessed Dina Belanger
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30
How wondrous are your gifts to us
Abundant is your love
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October 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
September
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30
November
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Thanksgiving Day
St. Ignatius of Antioch
The Guardian Angels
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Friday
St. Marie-Rose Durocher
and St. Bruno
World Mission 
Sunday
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Marguerite d’Youville
St. Anthony Mary ClaretSt. John of Capistrano
St. Teresa of Avila
Our Lady of the Rosary
St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus
Hallowe’en
St. Callistus I
St. Simon and St. Jude
St. Paul of the Cross
Jewish Observance:
Succot1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Deep in 
my heart 
I do believe
We’ll walk hand in hand some day
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November 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
October
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
December
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31
First Friday
All Souls Day
Remembrance Day
Veterans Day (USA)
Christ the King
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Catherine of Alexandria
Dedication of the 
Lateran Basilica in Rome
Thanksgiving Day 
(USA)
All Saints St. Martin de Porres
St. Leo
St. Elizabeth of Hungary
St. Andrew Dung-Lac and
Vietnamese Martyrs
St. Martin of Tours
St. Clement, St. Columban
St. Josaphat
Daylight Saving 
Time ends
St. Charles Borromeo
1st Sunday of Advent
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Andrew
Presentation of Mary
St. Margaret of Scotland 
& St. Gertude
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30
Peace before us, 
Peace behind us, 
Peace under our feet,
Peace within us, 
Peace over us, 
Let all around us 
be Peace
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December 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31 November1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30
January 2010 
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31
2nd Sunday of Advent
3rd Sunday of Advent
Immaculate Conception of Mary
First Friday
St. Damasus ISt. Ambrose Our Lady of GuadalupeSaint Juan Diego
Christmas Day
New Year’s Eve 
St. Thomas BecketThe Holy Family
St. John of the Cross
Christmas Eve
St. Francis Xavier
4th Sunday of Advent
Boxing Day
Kwaanza begins
St. Stephen
Jewish Festival: 
Hanukkah begins
St. Peter Canisius
Holy Innocents
Return Address:
Spiritan
121 Victoria Park Avenue
Toronto, Ontario
CANADA  M4E 3S2
P.M.#40050389
Din of Morning
When the sun’s droopy-lidded eye
first blinks into matins
everywoman awakes to dollop
into mouths open
like fledglings in their nest
awaiting a worm.
Some grinding and pounding millet
with mortar and pestle,
some flicking off foil
to thaw on defrost,
some holding an empty calabash.
And you, in the din
of Toronto morning’s
train trestle, babysnuffle, throat-
clearing and twittering birds,
you mix your wisdom with your kashi,
nourishing your family with the bread
broken in motherhood.
— Kate Marhall Flaherty
